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ABSTRACT  

Globally, there have been several discussions about the connection or relationship between 

environmental change, natural resources, and security. Aside from the detrimental effects it 

has on livelihood in the majority of the world's current regions, many academics have 

identified environmental change, or climate change, as one of the primary causes of conflict 

and insecurity. Thus, this study's main goal is to investigate how natural resources, 

environmental change, and human security are related in Nigeria's Niger-Delta region. For 

this study, a qualitative approach to data collecting was used, utilizing journals, books, 

conference proceedings, and online resources. The study's theoretical foundation was 

provided by the resource curse hypothesis and the frustration-aggression theory. Content and 

descriptive analyses were performed on the acquired data. Nonetheless, the analysis showed 

that natural resource governance, environmental change, and security are all symbolically 

related. However, some of the advocates in the fight for resource management continued to 

act avaricious, notwithstanding genuine incidents of carelessness and negligence that 

initially gave rise to the grievance. Because of the significant effects that inadequate resource 

governance and environmental problems have on the region's peace and security, it is 

important to recognize that addressing these challenges is not just vital but also essential. 

The report suggests that while addressing resource-related conflicts, the government give 

humanitarian assistance equal weight with upholding the law. The study's policy 

implications assert that policymakers worldwide can use it to inform how policies are 

administered. 

 

Keywords: Natural Resource Governance, Conflict, Environmental Change, Human 

Security, Niger- Delta, Nigeria. 

 

RESUMO 

Globalmente, tem havido diversas discussões sobre a conexão ou relação entre mudanças 

ambientais, recursos naturais e segurança. Para além dos efeitos prejudiciais que tem sobre 

os meios de subsistência na maioria das regiões actuais do mundo, muitos académicos 

identificaram as alterações ambientais, ou alterações climáticas, como uma das principais 

causas de conflito e insegurança. Assim, o principal objetivo deste estudo é investigar como 

os recursos naturais, as mudanças ambientais e a segurança humana estão relacionados na 

região do Delta do Níger, na Nigéria. Para este estudo, foi utilizada uma abordagem 

qualitativa para a coleta de dados, utilizando periódicos, livros, anais de conferências e 

recursos online. A fundamentação teórica do estudo foi fornecida pela hipótese da maldição 

dos recursos e pela teoria da frustração-agressão. Foram realizadas análises de conteúdo e 

descritivas dos dados adquiridos. No entanto, a análise mostrou que a governação dos 

recursos naturais, as alterações ambientais e a segurança estão todas simbolicamente 

relacionadas. No entanto, alguns dos defensores da luta pela gestão de recursos continuaram 

a agir de forma avarenta, apesar dos incidentes genuínos de descuido e negligência que 

inicialmente deram origem à reclamação. Devido aos efeitos significativos que a governação 

inadequada dos recursos e os problemas ambientais têm na paz e segurança da região, é 

importante reconhecer que enfrentar estes desafios não é apenas vital, mas também essencial. 
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O relatório sugere que, ao mesmo tempo que aborda os conflitos relacionados com os 

recursos, o governo atribui à assistência humanitária o mesmo peso que o cumprimento da 

lei. As implicações políticas do estudo afirmam que os decisores políticos em todo o mundo 

podem utilizá-lo para informar como as políticas são administradas. 

 

Palavras-chaves: Governação dos Recursos Naturais, Conflito, Mudanças Ambientais, 

Segurança Humana, Delta do Níger, Nigéria. 

 

RESUMEN 

A nivel mundial, ha habido varias discusiones sobre la conexión o relación entre el cambio 

ambiental, los recursos naturales y la seguridad. Aparte de los efectos perjudiciales que tiene 

sobre los medios de vida en la mayoría de las regiones actuales del mundo, muchos 

académicos han identificado el cambio ambiental, o cambio climático, como una de las 

principales causas de conflicto e inseguridad. Por lo tanto, el objetivo principal de este 

estudio es investigar cómo se relacionan los recursos naturales, el cambio ambiental y la 

seguridad humana en la región del Delta del Níger en Nigeria. Para este estudio, se utilizó 

un enfoque cualitativo para la recopilación de datos, utilizando revistas, libros, actas de 

congresos y recursos en línea. La base teórica del estudio fue proporcionada por la hipótesis 

de la maldición de los recursos y la teoría de la frustración-agresión. Se realizaron análisis 

de contenido y descriptivos de los datos adquiridos. No obstante, el análisis mostró que la 

gobernanza de los recursos naturales, el cambio ambiental y la seguridad están relacionados 

simbólicamente. Sin embargo, algunos de los defensores de la lucha por la gestión de los 

recursos continuaron actuando con avaricia, a pesar de los incidentes genuinos de descuido 

y negligencia que inicialmente dieron origen al agravio. Debido a los efectos significativos 

que la gobernanza inadecuada de los recursos y los problemas ambientales tienen sobre la 

paz y la seguridad de la región, es importante reconocer que abordar estos desafíos no sólo 

es vital sino también esencial. El informe sugiere que al abordar los conflictos relacionados 

con los recursos, el gobierno dé a la asistencia humanitaria el mismo peso que al 

cumplimiento de la ley. Las implicaciones políticas del estudio afirman que los responsables 

políticos de todo el mundo pueden utilizarlo para informar cómo se administran las políticas. 

 

Palabras clave: Gobernanza de los recursos naturales, conflicto, cambio ambiental, 

seguridad humana, Delta del Níger, Nigeria. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

“…The degree to which habitats contribute to human safety as well as the 

chances for successful preservation of nature in the future are significantly shaped 

by the efficiency, efficacy, equity, and justice of natural resource governance 

systems. Both people and biodiversity would gain from improved governance of 

natural resources that upholds rights and the allocation of authority and 
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responsibility. Thus, governance is a necessary predicate for a just world that honors, 

cherishes, and preserves nature as well as helps to realize the objectives of 

sustainable development, global peace, and security” (Natural Resource Charter, 

2014). 

The connection or relationship between natural resources, security, and 

environmental change has generally been the subject of several arguments. Aside from the 

detrimental effects it has on livelihood in the majority of the world's current regions, many 

academics have identified environmental change, or climate change, as one of the primary 

causes of conflict and insecurity. Concern over how climate change affects war, peace, and 

security in Africa has grown in recent years. Among the main issues preventing peace and 

security on the continent today are environmental change and degradation (Stanley and 

Philani 2021: 1–13). Environmental scholars have recognized how government policies and 

procedures affect environmental outcomes such as growth and development, livelihoods, 

conservation, and sustainable use of natural resources, which translates into environmental 

preservation, conservation, and Ansell and Torfing 2016, Cox et al. 2016: 45–56. Although 

there are frameworks and backgrounds for these issues (Binder et al. 2013:26, Torfing 2016 

et al. 2018, Nunan 2019), their proponents find it more difficult to envision or explain the 

occurrence of unfavorable consequences or threats (Oyelami, et al. 2023).  

The United Nations Environmental Programme asserted, when looking for fresh group 

approaches to efficient global environmental governance, that. 

“…..The management of the many and varied natural resources on our planet is 

progressively become more difficult and complex. Managing environmental threats, 

particularly those that cross political borders like air pollution and biodiversity 

damage, will undoubtedly require new global, regional, national, and international 

responses involving a wide range of stakeholders in our globalized world of 

interconnected unified nations, economies, and people. Developing solutions for 

environmental concerns requires effective environmental governance or 

management at many levels. The organizations, protocols, practices, laws, and 

regulations that describe how people interact with the environment are collectively 

referred to as environmental governance.Every actor or stakeholder who has an 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/br/
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impact on the environment is taken into account by good environmental governance. 

Collaboration between governments, non-governmental organizations, the 

commercial sector, and civil society is essential to establishing efficient governance 

that will contribute to the transition to a more secure and sustainable future for all” ( 

UNEP,2016:2). 

Global collaboration and partnership in the fight against environmental dangers are 

guaranteed by effective environmental governance. It is the duty of a nation's government to 

maintain environmental stability (Chukwudi, Gberevbie, Abasilim & Imhonopi, 2019). 

Every individual in every community has a right to environmental safety and protection. "All 

citizens; both male and female, young or old, Black or White, shall have the right to a 

universal and satisfactory environment favourable to their development including 

environmental safety and protection," reads Article 24 of the African Charter on Human and 

People's Rights. Unfortunately, this has not been the case in Africa, where the effects of 

environmental change are combining with a number of other factors to fuel conflict and 

violence, including poverty, marginalization, inequality, exclusivity, and poor governance 

(African Center for Strategic Studies-ACSS, 2021). 

 

In a similar vein, Ehiane & Moyo (2021) contend that social inequality, poverty, bad 

governance, political marginalization, poor educational and health systems, climatic change, 

and institutional fragility are the root causes of the multiple vulnerabilities associated with 

conflict and insecurity.  

According to Ide, Johnson, Barnett, Krampe, Le Billon, Maertens, Uexkull, and Vélez-Torres 

(2023), there is a significant correlation between environmental change and conflicts. 

However, most of the time, environmental change is not the direct cause of conflicts; rather, 

it works in tandem with other factors like marginalization, poverty, and injustice. The 

UNHCR Global Report (2018: 1-131) asserted that the extraordinary number of displaced 

persons and refugees in Africa and Asia each year is over 21.5 million, owing to disasters 

linked to climate change. 

The detrimental and destructive consequences of environmental shifts from the 

country's north to its south disrupt people's everyday lives either directly or indirectly, 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/br/
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affecting both the Nigerian government and populace. According to Olajide et al. (2018), a 

significant portion of Nigeria's population depends entirely on nature for their economic and 

social activities, which makes them more susceptible to the negative effects of climate 

change. 

Amobi and Onyishi (2015: 1–12) claim that because of its unique ecology and 

geographic position, Nigeria is now extremely vulnerable to the unpredictable effects of 

climate change. These changes frequently fuel insecurity as northern herdsmen migrate to 

the middle belt and southern Nigeria in quest of grazing land for their cattle. According to 

Daudu, Osimen, and Shuaibu (2023) this kind of movement has led to violent conflict that 

has broken the calm and harmony or, better yet, created tension and anxiety that has affected 

community cohesion and livelihood sustainability. Communities have grown more insecure 

as a result of competition and rivalry over the limited and unfair distribution of these natural 

resources. 

Because of climate change challenges like biodiversity loss, land degradation, desert 

encroachment, and flooding throughout the nation, Olajide et al. (2018: 173–1966) believe 

that environmental change has the potential to exacerbate problems or misery for Nigerians 

if appropriate measures are not put in place, mostly in the human security dimension 

Oyelami, et al. 2023). They added that Nigeria as a whole has not truly come to terms with 

the fact that environmental change poses dangers to human security. It's true that 

environmental change in Nigeria has exacerbated the ongoing and severe decline in human 

well-being. 

Thus, the main goal of this essay is to investigate how natural resources, 

environmental change, and human security are related in Nigeria's Niger-Delta region. 

Despite the fact that the study aims to answer two key questions: First, how much does the 

Niger-Delta region of Nigeria's environmental change affect human security? Second, how 

much has the control of natural resources contributed to various forms of violence and 

insecurity in Nigeria's Niger-Delta region? The article aims to determine the policy 

implications for development practitioners and policymakers in Nigeria about sustained 

peace and security in Nigeria, namely Niger-Delta, through excellent resource governance 

and best environmental practices. The paper is structured into six sections in order to 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/br/
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accomplish these goals.The study's major topics are explained in part two, while section one 

serves as an introduction. Developing conceptual connections between environmental 

change, human security, and natural resource governance in Nigeria  Nigeria is the main 

task of this part. The theoretical framework used for the paper's analysis is presented in 

Section. 

The impact of environmental change and natural resource governance on human 

security in the Niger-Delta region is the subject of section four. As the study's conclusion, 

section five provides some policy recommendations on how Nigeria might effectively 

address the threats that environmental change poses to human security in the Niger-Delta 

region.  

2. CLARIFICATION AND REVIEW OF KEY CONCEPTS 

 

Concepts clarified in this section include natural resource governance, good 

governance, environmental change and human security. 

2.1 Natural Resource Governance: 

The term "natural resources" often refers to land, water, fuel, minerals, and any other 

natural resources that are amenable to human control. The term "natural resource 

management" refers to the practices, organizations, and methods that demonstrate how 

authority and control over natural resources are applied, how choices are made, and how 

environmental occupants take use of and profit from natural resource management (Springer, 

2016). He goes on to say that the goal of effective resource governance is to make better, 

more robust decisions about the use of natural resources and to guarantee that the benefits of 

nature are distributed fairly. He also says that the preservation of ecosystems and biodiversity 

must be justified in light of the needs of the local communities affected (Springer, 2016).  

According to him, resource governance ought to be positioned in the middle of the local 

communities where resource extraction and mining occur and the actual natural resource. In 

light of the overuse of natural resources, the environmental damage caused by intensive 

industrial and agricultural processes, and the harm done to local residents, the governance of 

natural resources is becoming increasingly contentious (Akamkpa Quarry Limited, 2020).  The 
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benefits, provisions, and usefulness of resources have a direct impact on the environment and 

its components, which is why the use of land is primarily focused on natural resource control, 

particularly in the areas of management, wildlife conservation, and ecological development 

(Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations-FAOUN, 2024). 

Aside from natural resource control or management, environmental conservation 

also gave humans a lot of weight. Exploitation of natural resources, including commercial 

farming, forestry, mining, monoculture farming, and dam construction, has a major negative 

impact on the community's residents. For this reason, indigenous self-determination and 

tenure rights are essential components of natural resource management. Unfortunately, many 

nations' national legal systems still fail to provide the required acknowledgment of native 

lands and environmental management to their residents (Majid Cooke & Vaz, 2011). 

The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), for example, 

states that occupants should not be forcibly removed from their lands and that, in the event 

that relocation is necessary, it must be done with the consent of the peoples involved and be 

accompanied by a just and fair compensation. However, despite the existence of international 

treaties that support indigenous self-determination and self-management of natural 

resources, compliance rates remain low (United Nations, 2007). 

 In a similar vein, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) recognizes that 

traditional cultures are vital to the preservation and diversity of the population and that 

people in these communities have a close relationship with their land (Majid Cooke & Vaz, 

2011). According to observations, the rights and freedoms of indigenous people and any 

group impacted by the exploitation of natural resources or conflicting land uses must be 

protected, and this requires access to impartiality and consultation. 

An efficient system for managing natural resources should give communities or 

residents engaged the correct managerial or authorized choice in cases where the right to 

consultation is denied. The UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on 

Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in 

Environmental Matters, or the Aarhus Convention, introduces the three (3) pillars of public 

participation—the right to access information, public participation in decision-making, and 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/br/
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access to justice—as a way to empower individuals to protect their own environments with 

an eye toward environmental conservation (UNECE, 1998). 

 

2.2 Concept of Human Security: 

 

The term "human security" has simply shifted the focus of security studies from states 

to people by asserting that people, not nations, are the point of reference or the entity to be 

safeguarded as well as the aim of security (Kerr 2013:106). Human security derives from the 

human person; the essential essence that needs to be safeguarded and is intentionally 

shielding. It acknowledges that situations far outside of people's control pose a deadly threat 

to individuals and communities. Human security proponents disagree over whether threats 

should be given priority or should be securitized, even though they agree that people are the 

referent object. 

According to the broad school of thought, dangers to human security encompass more 

than only acts of violence. They define human security as having both freedom from want and 

freedom from fear, which is consistent with the UNDP's definition of human development. 

Human security, as it pertains to the Third World and underdevelopment, is defined by 

Newman (2010) as the safeguarding of individuals from grave and potentially fatal risks, 

irrespective of the sources of the threats—natural or man-made, internal or external to a state, 

direct or structural. 

According to the UN Human Development Report (1994), sees ‘human security as the: 

 

…means that the citizens can exercise their choices of safely freely and that 

they should also be self-confident that their prospects and opportunities of today are 

not completely lost out tomorrow’. The report further sees human security from two 

different standpoints. First, safety from threats such as poverty, hunger, disease and 

suppression; second, protection from unexpected and hurtful interferences in the 

forms of daily activities of life – whether during activities at homes, at work or in the 

communities there must be freedom from fear and freedom from want at no cost. In 
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additionally, that when people notice a threat to their live or environments, they 

regularly become prejudiced. 

Protecting a vital component of every human life in a way that promotes human 

freedoms and fulfillment will therefore be the main goal of human security (Kerr 2013: 107). 

Economic security, food security, health security, environmental security, personal security, 

community security, and political security are the seven categories into which the UNDP 

report divided the threats to human security. According to the research, because human well-

being and individuals are interdependent, they may at some point be threatened or face 

several threats. 

In a similar vein, efforts to "protect the vital core of all human lives in ways that 

enhance human freedoms and human fulfillment" are described as human security by the UN 

Commission on Human Security (UNCHS) in 2003. Human security is distinct from the 

human development approach in that the former places greater emphasis on the security of the 

individual and the threats that they face, including identity theft, political repression, and 

various forms of violence, while the latter is more concerned with the State. The values of 

human development to their surroundings were emphasized by Ayankoya and Osimen (2023), 

and all of these can be accomplished in a stable setting. 

 

2.3 Environmental Change: 

Conversely, observable changes in environmental variables including temperature, 

humidity, sunshine, and rainfall are considered indicators of environmental change. 

Typically, Tyokumbur (2010) states that it is "used to describe variations in the weather 

condition and ecological conditions of a place over a period of time as a result of 

environmental resource use by man." The earth's biosphere has undoubtedly undergone 

observable changes and adjustments, as claimed by numerous scholars. According to 

(Abasilim et al.2010), these modifications and shifts have had a profound and unprecedented 

impact on man and his surroundings.In a similar vein, Osimen, Ayankoya, and Udoh (2023) 

have shown the strong connection between environment and security. In most parts of the 
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world today, environmental change is mostly caused by human overuse of the environment; 

Tyokumbur further stressed that anthropogenic activities or human activities such as fossil 

fuel combustion, bush or wood burning, crop cultivation before paddies, livestock (cattle) 

farming, industrial and use of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) as spray propellants, fire hydrants, 

frothing agents and heat transfer media in refrigerators and air conditioning system are some 

of the activities that have impacted negatively on climate (Tyokumbur, 2010:72). 

According to him, there are many different ways that people can be environmentally 

insecure, including where they live and the types of environmental changes that occur there, 

how vulnerable they are to environmental changes-caused harm, and how well-adapted they 

are to them. He provided an insightful analysis, drawing parallels between Australian farmers 

and those in several Third World nations, and elucidated the ways in which environmental 

insecurity is shaped more by social factors than by natural ones. Australian farmers share 

many of their Third World colleagues' environmental challenges, such as weak soils and 

erratic weather patterns. In contrast to their counterparts in the Third World, Australian 

farmers, however, consume relatively little of their own produce, with the majority going to 

market. Other advantages include the widespread use and availability of irrigation, modern 

and effective food transport and storage systems, easily affordable fertilizers and pesticides, 

a high degree of government support, and a variety of off-farm income options.  

Consequently, even though they could lose some cattle and revenue, Australian 

farmers do not go hungry during dry spells. Climate change is expected to increase climate 

variability for both Australian farmers and their counterparts in the Third World, but it will 

become increasingly difficult for Third World farmers to sustain adequate food for themselves 

and the population. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) released the Global 

Environmental Outlook (GEO 6) in 2019. It is evident from this and other publications by the 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

that the increasing insecurity in society is caused by natural resources like food and water, 

which put at risk areas that could become habitable and lead to mass migration, which in turn 

causes problems with global security. Environmental change has many negative effects on 

human life. It has been said that environmental change will be extremely destructive, posing 

hazards to both man and his environment and causing worldwide crises. The temperature of 
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the atmosphere has increased due to global warming, which might have a serious negative 

influence on the variability of rainfall, the thawing of ice glaciers and polar ice, and the total 

disruption of biodiversity in many parts of the planet. The sustainability of the environment 

and the existence of humans are now threatened by it. 

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

 

3.1 Environmental and Human Security Issues in Nigeria: The Resource Curse Thesis 

Analysis 

 

This section examines pertinent theories to explain how Nigeria's human security is 

affected by mismanaged natural resources.  

The resource curse hypothesis serves as the main foundation for this essay, which is 

supported by the frustration aggression theory. One of the most pertinent hypotheses that 

connects the existence of natural resources to violent conflict and insecurity in most of the 

world is the resource curse theory, or thesis. According to Humphreys et al. (2007), the 

resource curse thesis, also referred to as the paradox of plenty and abundant, explains why 

governments in resource-rich states are often disappointed or frustrated when their natural 

resource treasure is not fully utilized for the benefit of the public or the needs of the welfare 

state.  While one might anticipate that these resource-rich nations would have better 

economic growth and development, in reality, these nations typically have lower rates of 

socio-political and economic stability, higher rates of conflict, and political tyranny.  

Collier and Hoeffler (2005: 625–633) asserted that nations endowed with natural 

resources are more likely to experience violent conflict and went on to say that greed is 

typically a major contributing cause to these conflicts. However, according to the Natural 

Resource Charter (2014), nations that are wealthy in natural resources have both possibilities 

and challenges. When employed effectively, they can lead to increased opportunity and 

prosperity for both current and future generations; yet, when mishandled or squandered, they 

can cause financial instability and violent conflict. 

According to Siegle (2008: 45–55), nations endowed with natural resources have 
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more pressing political, social, and economic problems than nations devoid of such 

resources. The big-push theory, which holds that there is a greater likelihood of economic 

growth and development the more resources available, is immediately challenged by the 

resource-curse idea. According to the resource-curse theory, economic growth—which is 

typically expressed in terms of GDP—declines as an excessive reliance on exports of natural 

resources decreases (Sachs and Warner, 2001: 45). The idea goes on to say that riches 

derived from natural resources might lead to economic stagnation rather than fostering 

growth and progress. This argument explains why Nigeria's economy has not improved 

despite the country's easy access to natural resources. 

Nigeria is the seventh oil producing country in the world and one of the front liners 

in the continent of Africa often nick-named “The Giant of Africa”, yet the country is rated 

one of the poorest in terms of human capital development and technological advancement 

compared to many other countries in the world. In 2017 for instance, the UNDP rated Nigeria 

amongst the countries in the world (citizens) living below dollar per day, low income earners, 

low savings, low investment, mass unemployment, unprecedented level of poverty, 

insecurity among others (UNDP, 2017). Nigeria situation is like a story of “a man who lives 

beside a river, yet has no water to bath" the abundant natural resources such as Fossil oil, 

Gold, Timber, among others have not reflected on the life of the citizens or commoners in 

the country. 

According to the hypothesis, only a small number of resource-rich nations have been 

able to successfully convert their abundance in natural resources into economic development 

and growth. According to this study, there is a "curse of the natural resource" since, like 

Nigeria, many developing nations have not been able to grow their economies. The 

relationship between natural resources and economic growth was first studied by Sachs and 

Warner (2001:38). Since then, a large body of literature has examined the existence of and 

potential mechanisms through which an abundance of natural resources can have a negative 

impact on economic growth and exacerbate conflict and insecurity. According to the 

hypothesis, natural resources, such as those found in the Niger Delta region, can readily 

spark and maintain internal conflicts as various communities vie for control of the resources. 

In addition, the agitators have the option of using natural resources to pay for their weapons 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/br/


 

 
 

 

Journal of Management & Technology, Vol. 24, n. 2, p. 66-95, 2024      79 

 

 

 

 

   

  Natural Resource Governance, Environmental Change and Human Security in 

Nigeria  

 
 
 

purchases. 

Compared to non-oil producing countries, oil-producing countries have experienced 

three times as many civil wars in recent decades. Numerous academics have attested to this, 

citing the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Nigerian Niger Delta, Iraq, Libya, and 

Angola as evidence for their claims. This is also true for international communities, as certain 

instances of Iraq's invasion of Iran and Kuwait have shown. 

The hypothesis goes on to say that the mining and development of natural resources 

is typically the cause of social and environmental issues. The point-source aspect of 

extractive industries, according to Sachs and Warner (2001: 38), frequently causes issues 

when attempting to equalize or balance the requirements of the surrounding communities 

and surroundings. The risks that arose during or after the extraction or exploitation of these 

resources are currently one of the biggest issues facing the host communities. Apart from the 

risks that befall the host communities, disputes over the allocation and payment of 

compensation for resources like land, water, and minerals invariably arise between the 

communities and mining companies, on the one hand, and the communities and 

government/extraction companies, on the other. In addition, extraction jobs typically draw 

in large crowds of people, which may or may not result in a rise in employment because 

there are always more individuals looking for work. Due to this strain, relationships in the 

social, cultural, and economic spheres may become strained, which typically leads to conflict 

and insecurity within the community. Environmental issues encompass a wide range of 

issues, according to Rodrik (2002), such as: 

“dust from mining, scarring of the landscape, noise from process operation, 

contamination of hydric sources from waste rock and tailing disposal, massive use 

of water in the extractive process, gas flaring causing health problems and wasteful 

CO2 emissions and seismic disturbances. Again, several of the political and economic 

problems highlights above can result in the violation of human rights. The agreement 

between the government and the mining company could resolve these problems and 

elucidate whose duty it is to regulate these impacts. The resource curse is not 

inevitable because of the theoretical meaning of the term, which is often refers to as 
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the many challenges described above as “challenges associated with natural 

resource extraction or mining.” 

The resource-curse theory, however, focused on economic expansion and 

advancement as the primary drivers of conflict and instability in the majority of the world. 

Numerous channeling techniques have been developed by the resource curse speculative 

literature to relate resource reliance with growth failure. A single form of natural resource-

based economy, according to Mavrotas, Murshed, and Torres (2006: 387-93), impedes 

institutional development, which is frequently gauged by the effectiveness of the government 

and the degree of democracy. Murshed (2002: 387-93) contended that rationalizations for 

appropriate resource administration typically draw a contrast between grievance and greed. 

These can be interpreted in terms of motivation or inspiration, either for individuals or for 

groups. A sense of injustice in the treatment of a social group serves as the basis for 

grievances. A group of indigenous people may become motivated to seek justice if they are 

excluded from the benefits of the riches of natural resources in their area. John Dollard's 

frustrated aggression theory (1939: 209) provides a more compelling explanation for this. 

 

3.2 Frustration Aggression Theory 

According to the theory of frustration aggression, hostility arises when someone's 

attempts to achieve a goal are obstructed, rejected, or otherwise frustrated. It makes an effort 

to provide an explanation for why violence occurs. According to the hypothesis, 

aggressiveness is sparked by frustration, but when the source of the irritation is unassailable, 

the animosity shifts to an innocent target. (Davies, 1962) made the following arguments in an 

effort to explain conflict and aggression: 

…the difference between what people feel they want or deserve and what 

they actually gets the want or get-ratio and difference between expected need 

satisfaction and actual need satisfaction. The theory tries to explain or create a 

linkage between development and conflict. when development does not satisfy the 

expectations of the people it tends to produce conflicts; more so, as Nigeria operate 

the “logic of federalism” that is, the state being in charge of distribution of all 
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resources and allocation, failure of the state to provide for the need of the people 

more often serves as exacerbating factor for conflicts (Davies, 1962). 

When one's expectations are not met, people typically feel compelled to confront those 

they hold accountable for not fulfilling their desires. Therefore, people often use hostility and 

violence to vent their frustrations at the people they hold accountable for their problems, but 

greed is an avaricious urge that serves as the driving force behind crime. Because of official 

denial or neglect, as occurs in many resource-rich nations, certain groups may feel compelled 

to resort to violent means to obtain resources. For example, the resource-based violence in 

Nigeria's Niger Delta is blamed on government indifference. 

 

3.3 Linking Natural Resource Governance and Conflict in the Niger Delta Region 

 

The relationship between natural resource governance, environmental problems, and 

conflict in Nigeria's Niger Delta was the main topic of this section.   

One of the main regions in Africa most impacted by violent conflict is Nigeria's Niger Delta. 

Situated in the oil-rich Gulf of Guinea in West Africa, it is home to over 20 million people. 

In addition, the region has one of Africa's worst environmental problems, which has been 

made worse by pollution for more than 20 years. August 2009 saw widespread and violent 

clashes in the region between militant groups, MNCs, and the government (Ajala, 2016). 

Although the region is the primary oil-producing area in the nation, reports place it 

among the poorest because it has not benefited from the oil's enormous fortune through 

production. Environmental deterioration has made it harder for the local population to 

support their way of life economically, depriving many of them of their primary sources of 

income—farming and fishing.  

Although the region's oil resources provide more than 90% of the nation's foreign 

exchange earnings and more than 70% of federal government revenues, ongoing violence 

and disruptions to oil exploration have hampered development, which has improved human 

security in the area. Along with times of instability and bloody warfare, the region has also 

seen periods of oil discoveries in 1956. The nation's military and democratic administrations 

have all made an effort to offer a long-term solution to the unrest in the area (Ajala, 2016). 
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Due to the immense suffering and damage that oil spills cause to humanity, there are often 

violent clashes between the local populace and the government on the one hand, and 

multinational oil corporations (MNCs) and the host communities on the other (Bisina, 2004). 

According to Odock (2010: 127) Niger Delta is the Nigerian oil-rich region: 

 

Where the meeting of three major practices connected with environmental 

change meet and strengthen one another, namely; exposure to ocean and tidal waves, 

coastal erosion and severe and heavy rainfall on the one hand, and traditional 

agricultural practices that put emphasis on the natural forces and over five decades 

of oil and gas exploration and exploitation, go together with the regular gas flaring; 

with little or no attention to the opposing effects that these have on the environment 

and subsequently on climate change, thereby creating one of the most overwhelming 

consequences for the host community in the region on the one hand and the awful 

necessity to soften, manage and reverse these trends. 

 

However, in 2004, the Niger Delta crisis came to a head with the declarations made 

by the Niger Delta People's Volunteer Force (NDPVF), a separatist group led by Asari 

Dokubo, threatening to declare war in the region if the government does not comply with 

host communities' calls for better control over the region's abundant oil resources. Although 

the MOSOP's original militant method of responding to government activities has been 

weakened due to internal disunions, it has never fully recovered from its former strength 

despite continuing to push for political and economic reorganizations.Due to the disruption 

of oil production in the area caused by this declaration, oil prices increased more than 

anticipated. In a similar vein, The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta 

(MEND), a group that continuously acknowledged the region's poor living circumstances 

and environmental damage, has a significant impact. It serves as an umbrella organization 

for a loose coalition of rebel factions operating in the Niger Delta. 

MEND engaged in combat with the military forces of the government last year, 

causing damage to oil sites, kidnapping foreign workers, and being involved in two 

explosions that claimed lives in the area. They have also been implicated in the destruction 
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of pipelines, which resulted in the deaths of at least 29 security force members, and the attack 

on Shell's Benisede flow station in January 2006, which destroyed the facility and claimed 

the lives of 14 military and 2 civilian contractors (Ajala, 2016).  

According to Aigbe, Cotton, and Stringer (2023), there has been a growing concern 

on a national and international level over the environmental effects of the oil business on the 

communities that produce oil. The federal government has been under heavy fire for failing 

to address the effects of oil exploration in the region, as have oil firms like BP and Shell. 

Militant organizations are a contributing factor in the problem since they engage in 

oil bunkering, which has devastated arable land and other natural resources and resulted in 

oil spills. The dispute is commonly ascribed to inadequate human security, which has 

prevented the local population from accessing their means of subsistence because of 

contamination brought on by oil exploration. The government's amnesty program for 

"repentant militants" in the area was an attempt to put an end to the fighting and help them 

reintegrate into society by giving them jobs and appropriate training, with the ongoing goal 

of enhancing their human security (Ajala, 2016). 

According to Manisalidis (2020), environmental issues like pollution and the 

devastation of farmlands and fishponds, which are the foundation of peoples' sources of 

income, can put strain on the people's human security and frequently lead to uprisings. This 

and the state of the Niger Delta's population are inextricably linked. Conflict and 

underdevelopment in the area have been caused by a variety of factors, some of which are 

noteworthy and include greed, grievances, predatory governments, and prebendalism..In 

addition to being motivated by money, the violent groups involved in many of the disputes 

are made up of young men who are angry that their chances of having a better life are being 

eroded by circumstances that do not seem to be their fault. Despite the region's importance 

to the Nigerian economy, it is unstable due to sporadic crises, and many of the creative 

solutions tried to improve the people's security and well-being have only partially succeeded. 

In light of this, Olajide et al. (2018: 173–1966) observed that the Niger Delta region's rating 

on all human security indices is subpar, which helps to explain why young people are so 

restless. Numerous towns in the area have experienced oil spills at some point, which may 

have put residents' health at danger.  
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The people's riverine economy is also being disrupted in addition to this. A sign of 

poverty in the area is the decline of biodiversity, which has made the lack of "freedom from 

fear" and "freedom from want" among the populace worse. Oil bunkering and pipeline 

"vandalism" in the area, according to the teenagers in the area, are directly caused by a lack 

of suitable work. Further damaging the ecosystem is this practice putting the people of the 

region's human security at risk.Human insecurity has increased even more as rival 

youngsters engaged in oil bunkering battle and clang with security personnel assigned to 

guard the region's oil infrastructure.  

Furthermore, the MNCs' "operation techniques"—dubbed "divide and rule" by the 

communities—as a means of making up for the areas they have utilized for oil exploration 

have periodically led to violent disputes within the communities. Due to their ongoing 

exploration for oil, multinational corporations (MNCs) operating in the region have been 

accused of irresponsibility and disdain for the local population, resulting in unnecessary 

environmental degradation.comparably in 2011 The United Nations Environmental 

Programme (UNEP), involving both local and foreign specialists, conducted one of the most 

extensive studies on the extent of pollution in the region. 122 km of pipelines, 4,000 soil and 

water samples from various locations and sources, 5000 medical records, and 264 meetings 

attended by more than 23,000 people in the area made up the survey sample (Ajala, 2016). 

According to the report on their results, one of the reasons behind violent conflicts 

and insecurity in the majority of the region's communities is the unequal distribution of 

scarce resources. When the conditions or factors that allow for adaptation to environmental 

deprivation are not met, violent conflict becomes a possibility in a place where low-income 

resource-dependent people live. It's true that environmental change has presented humanity 

with an extremely difficult and complex challenge. According to Olajide et al. (2018: 173–

196), there is no denying the obvious and potentially harmful effects of environmental 

change in the Niger Delta. The "threat multiplier" that is environmental change makes the 

already unstable socio-political and economic conditions in the Niger Delta even more 

dangerous, potentially endangering human security. Environmental change can exacerbate 

state fragility in terms of conflict and insecurity, as well as increase the threat posed by 

humans.  
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However, in August 2009, the government granted an amnesty deal to over 20,192 

registered militants with an initial budget of N52 billion (US$145 million) to establish peace 

and security in the region. According to Agbiboa (2013), thousands of repentant militants 

turned up thousands of weapons between July and August 2009, including bulletproof 

jackets, gunboats, automatic rifles, rocket-propelled grenades, ammunition, and more. 

Conversely, some terrorists withheld their whole armament from surrender due to a lack of 

faith in the government's Amnesty Program. According to Ajala (2016), many militant 

organizations were scared that the government would militarize the area again after prior 

accords broke down, therefore they did not trust the government to keep its word. In addition, 

even though millions of young people in the region are currently benefiting from the 

Amnesty Program, many of them have called it a scam.  

Oluwaniyi (2013) outlined some of the main problems with the Amnesty Program, 

including the fact that it ignored the needs of women, children, and the elderly, who are also 

affected by human insecurity in the area, and that a significant portion of the youth trained 

under the program are still unemployed. Additionally, the program did not address deeply 

ingrained issues like marginalization and environmental degradation. He believed that the 

program's main goal was to stop militants from attacking and damaging oil installations, 

which frequently hinder oil exploration in the area, rather than to develop the Niger Delta. 

However, the bulk of the Niger Delta's population, especially those from oil-rich communities, 

perceive and experience perceived injustice, and they also perceive or understand being 

marginalized despite producing the majority of the nation's wealth, which contributes to the 

conflict and the emergence of militant groups that are typically formed along ethnic identities 

in an effort to protect and defend what they believe to be their own rights. It is evident that 

every citizen has a right to a safe environment, which all levels of government must uphold and 

support at all times. When people reject the rules, violence becomes the norm, according to the 

African Charter on Human and People's Rights, which is enshrined in Article 24 of the Charter 

Rights and states that "all peoples shall have the right to a general satisfactory environment 

favourable to their development" (Osimen, Olu-Owolabi, Apeloko, & Awogu-Maduagwu, 

2023). Environmental security is currently under risk due to ongoing oil development in the 

area as well as a lack of action to protect the environment and the livelihoods of those living in 
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the Niger Delta. When oil output is raised without cause, there are consequences for waterfront 

erosion, frequent gas flaring, persistent deforestation, and scoured rivers and watercourses. The 

host communities in the Niger Delta region are characterized by these particular qualities. 

The aforementioned analysis emphasizes that environmental change affects human security in 

conjunction with a host of other social factors, including poverty, marginalization, the level of 

support or discrimination received by communities from the state, and the degree of social 

cohesion existing within and around vulnerable groups. Environmental change, as it exists in 

most of the world today, Olajide et al. (2018: 173–196) pointed out, will drive people into 

poverty, human insecurity, and ultimately violent conflict, like the militancy in the Niger Delta, 

which has been straddling Nigeria's geopolitical zone for more than 20 years. It is important to 

highlight that the multiplier effects of inadequate resource governance, when combined with 

environmental concerns, have significant implications for regional peace and security. For this 

reason, addressing these challenges becomes not just imperative but also vital. 

 

3.4 Natural Resource Governance in Nigeria: Embracing Good Governance as a 

Panacea 

 

The importance of good governance in relation to natural resource governance is examined in 

this section.  

The term "governance" refers to the relationship that exists between academic scholars and 

administrators as well as the philosophies that inform their interactions, the structures and 

procedures that regulate their actions, and the laws that define the boundaries of what is 

acceptable. The idea of governance is not new or novel; rather, it has its roots in the Western 

theoretical discourse on the relationships between the State and its citizens, which emerged in 

the late seventh century (Moore et al. 2010). Essentially, the strength of governance is to 

provide guidance, offer direction, and resolve conflicting interests as well as social, political, 

and economic tensions within a specific sector that is administered (Joppe et al., 2014: 4). 

Consequently, (Springer, 2016) proposes twelve (12) good resource governance principles as 

best worldwide practices, which include: 

Decision-making that is inclusive; acknowledging and upholding lawful tenure rights; 

devolution; embracing various cultures and knowledge systems; strategic vision and direction; 
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empowerment; coordination and coherence; resources and livelihoods; social and 

environmental accountability; safeguards and protection of the vulnerable; rule of law; and 

access to justice (Springer, 2016). 

 

These principles emphasize the importance of stakeholders and promote social justice, equity, 

rights, and inclusivity as best practices for global natural resource governance and management. 

The fundamental concepts of these principles align with the UNDP's (1997) list of qualities that 

constitute good government. The African Good Governance Index suggests a potential direct 

relationship between the region's kind of government and economic progress, according to 

World Bank and Global Witness (2008). Good resource governance must be based on collective 

participatory and inclusiveness Machin (2022) believe that participation of non-state actors 

leads to more ecologically rational decisions. Therefore, the reason why there are fundamental 

threats to Nigerians in both rural and urban areas is because of the Nigerian government's failure 

to provide good governance in managing her resources. As an example, the 2012 index rates 

the performance of forty-eight African nations against a number of criteria including security, 

human rights, economic stability, just laws, free elections, corruption, infrastructure, poverty, 

and health. The top ranked countries in the region are those that have made the most 

advancements in economic development. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Nigeria and Nigerians in general have not been able to handle the "God-given" natural resources 

in a way that would change or elevate the standard of living for the majority of the population, 

especially in the Niger Delta region. Therefore, it is crucial to note that, even though greed may 

have surfaced amid the region's crises, it was not the initial cause of the people's anxiety. 

Although some of the advocates in the fight for resource control harbored a great deal of avarice, 

the grievance was initially caused by real incidences of negligence and carelessness. “The greed 

analysis of conflict would reasonably lay off activities and struggles centered on genuine 

grievances of people that ascend out of oppression and violation of people's rights, which could 

be morally and rightfully justified," according to the thesis of "Resource Curse."  
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This explains a portion of the reasons why young people are turning to armed resistance against 

established authority, even as movements for secession and resource control gain traction in 

some regions of the nation. It is common knowledge that the Nigerian government has not 

carried out its directives on natural resource governance in its whole and with great merit. 

However, the region's good natural resource governance disparity makes it challenging to put 

good resource governance policies into practice to the point that they would affect the standard 

of living for most residents. The execution and compliance with environmental regulations are 

essential to the mitigation of environmental change and its adaptation, which ultimately 

improves human security. Effective natural resource governance is at the core of these 

processes. Human stress is a result of environmental problems that impact the host 

communities, including pollution, encroachment onto farmlands, damage of farmlands, illicit 

mining of natural resources, and fishponds. These difficulties are major sources of livelihood 

for many people in the region. 

As a result, it is clear that effective management of natural resources is linked to environmental 

management since both are necessary to improve people's quality of life. In addition to sharing 

the same philosophies, they also support and emphasize the necessity of raising citizens' 

standards of living when done so correctly. It is still the case that the government must give 

many of these concerns about the administration of natural resources and environmental hazards 

immediate consideration. This involves creating new institutions or bolstering those that 

already exist in order to properly manage our environment and natural resources. In order to 

develop and enhance peoples' lives, it is necessary to reevaluate how to address the challenges 

of environmental change and human security in the region. That being said, the focus of this 

study will be on the worldwide best practices for good resource governance, as promoted by 

Springer (2016). These practices include: 

Protection of the vulnerable people: It is commonly known that local communities and 

indigenous people who live in areas with abundant natural resources are not protected from 

environmental hazards caused by mining and that they lag in terms of social amenities and 

welfare, such as access to quality healthcare, work opportunities, and education. Therefore, 

effective management of natural resources should take into account the degree of 

marginalization that members of these communities, face and respond to it appropriately. 
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Rule of law: A government founded on common law, in which all people are equal before the 

law, is referred to as a rule of law. Therefore, to prevent behaving arbitrarily, all government 

acts must be guided by well-established laws. This implies that everyone will be entitled to the 

same level of safety and care. 

Environmental transparency and accountability: Decision-making that is transparent and 

accountable would undoubtedly increase people's confidence and trust. The State suffers as well 

as the local communities from a lack of accountability and transparency, especially when it 

comes to the distribution of earnings and advantages from natural resources. Thus, the a need 

for appropriate transparency and accountability. 

Coordination and Coherence: Every stakeholder involved in the governance of natural 

resources needs to join together around a round table to develop a coherent set of strategies and 

management practices. The planning and coordination of these policies also needs to take local 

communities' interests into account. 

 

Empowerment: Because marginalizing local communities in the management of natural 

resources will incite hostility and lead to apathy among them in the form of poaching, unlawful 

encroachment, resentment, and noncooperation, among other things, it could eventually affect 

the legitimacy of the governance framework. In contrast, empowering local communities will 

strengthen their shared and communal identity and improve their income and standard of living. 

Strategic Vision and Direction: A key component of excellent governance is strategic vision, 

which provides a clear path for motivating action and achieving objectives. Since it will lay the 

groundwork for future development, this is crucial. In general, good natural resource 

governance should anticipate future issues in natural resource management and be sensitive to 

changing ecosystems and environmental risks. 

Devolution and Delegation: Devolution is the division of authority and responsibilities between 

the state and local communities through management of a state's natural resources. Devolution 

typically occurs gradually and does not always entail the complete transfer of authority and 

resources from the State to the local communities. It entails using a bottom-up governance 

strategy to give local communities more influence over decision-making. 
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Inclusive decision-making: The UNDP's definition of inclusive governance placed a strong 

emphasis on the concepts of rights, equity, and social justice that are ingrained in good 

governance. It also highlighted the significance of broad participation from youth, women, 

indigenous peoples, and local communities. 

Recognition and respect for legitimate tenure rights: This principle primarily addresses the 

customary land ownership rights of local communities and indigenous peoples. It argues that in 

order to ensure efficient and just management of natural resources, local communities must 

have their tenure rights over customary lands acknowledged. Tenure rights will make it easier 

for local communities to manage their lands and resources, which will improve the sustainable 

livelihoods of the local indigenous population. 

Good environmental governance: This will ensure that the global partnership's efforts to combat 

environmental challenges are guaranteed. Additionally, it will guarantee that the required 

actions are implemented with the necessary fervor to combat a shared threat posed by all 

environmental challenges at the same time. 
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